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SECTION: TV-1
CODE: TV-400
SHEET: FINAL
DATE: 11 MARCH 1957

ORD. PROJ. NO TT3-793

NOMENCLATURE: CARRIER, LIGHT WEAPONS, INFANTRY, 1/2-TON,
4x4, XM274.

1. Purpose:

) To develop a low cost, super light weight infantry weapons car-
rier of simple design, requiring minimum driver training and maintenance,
for use in combat zones by Infantry, Airborne Infantry and other combat
troops.

2, References:

8. OTCM 34195, approved 24 April 1952 established military char-
acteristics, MCV 248, and initiated project for development of the
XM274 Carrier.

b. OTCM 36178, approved 26 April 1956, classified the XM274 as a
standard type, revised military characteristics and terminated roject

TT3-793.
3. History:

a. There has long been a requirement for improving the infantry-
man's effectiveness by reducing his burden and increasing his mobility.

A small low cost, extra light weight carrier with high cross country
mobility and maneuverability for tactical use was desired to permit sup-
porting weapons and ammunition of infantry units to accompany and keep pace
with the rifleman at foot speeds in combat. The vehicle would in many
respects perform tasks formerly accomplished by the Army mule.

b. On 30 June 1953 Willys Motors, Inc. was awarded a contract for
design, development and fabrication of five pilot model vehicles for
Ordnance and Using Service tests, Facility completed the first two models
‘in late 1953 which were shipped to ‘0- for test, following which deficiencies were
were corrected and remaining pilots were delivered to the govermment in
May 1954.

c. Further tests were conducted by Aberdeen Proving Ground and sever-
al Using Services during which time the design was improved and the vehicles
were modified. Tests were completed in April 1956 shortly before the
vehicle was standardized by OTCM 36178.

4. Current Status:

Engineering service and production contracts were issued in June
1956 for a quantity of M274 vehicles for delivery in July 1957 for use
by Army combat unita.



