


Be Your Own Inspedor .. 

infantry (Mechanical Mule) can 

do a lot of things for you, and all it asks is good care. A little primping now 
and then, and it'll do most anything you ask. 

The guide below is foe you-to help you keep the Mule in the kind of shape it 
needs to be in. When using this guide, focus these up ourta youe mind in big type: 

Deficiencies that make the vehicle unsafe to operate or which can lead 
to real bad damage are the maior ones-the ones that must be fixed 
before taking the vehicle on the road. In the guide below, these are 
shown in bold face type. 

Awright, now-BE YOUR OWN INSPECfOR. 

~ 
GENERAL VEHIClE 
ANCE-Dirty. rust s~:'~;\ _ ____ :"1~5::;;;lI!I. 
dents. Split seams (~ 
must be intact). 

STARTIR CAIlE-lro"n, kinked. Doesn" operate 

fRONT AHD REAl All! DROP GEAl HOUSINGS-
n.ng. bon. I ..... 

,,
~ -

FRONT AXlE HOUSING
Rusty. badly K.red. Flange 
bolts loose. 
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MULE 

SEAT-loose mountings. 
Cushions worn, torn, frayed. 

RAIN DllUCTOtI AND PRI· 
CLEANER-Missing. I ..... 
bent. doggtd. 

lri!'i~~ 

FOOT RAll
M;'sing. bent. I ..... 

FOOT REST ANCHOR 
BOlT-l ..... 

elY 
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IIUfIUIS.-lIoIe In muffle<, cracked. l .. se. 

~XHAUST PIPES-Clogged, ;p !..Iapsod, cracked. Denl.d. 
O.m"'I ..... 

nRES-Trtad worn -r. !Hmo fOf rotap· 
ping); cui 10 fabric; ...... _ . 1II<.ned 
Hre press"", (carred pressure: 12·PSI) . Valyes 
bent. VaNe (aps missing. 

OPERATING CONTROLS 
HAND THROTTlf-Knob 
... sing. Hard 10 .perote. 

AC<EUlATOR
Slid<s, loose. 

lUXE PEDAl
"",,-~. 

D.UTCH PEDAl- Improper free play (should 
""'" free '/' I. 1 inchl, .... , doatIon, 
slips. 

TRANSfER GEARSHIfT lEVER !. -.St~(k, loose. bent, knob 
missing. 

HANDBRAXE-I_mct .... 
lustment. DOlsn', hold, 
tabl. busIed. 

TRANSMISSION SHin lEVER
S.uck, loose, bent, knob 
mrssing. 

ACCIlIRATOR UNKAGl
- , stud<. 
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ITIlRING WIIEIl-Benl, ~) 
100", 100 much fret ploy. ;' ;p 

, < - -

TOW BAR-Mi.sing, 
bent,loose. 

n"'iII/'n TRANSMISSION-l •• ky 
drain plug 'meek for I .... · 
nes.l. Iolts loose. WIll .. or 
howl. 

OIL SfAl-....... 

UNIVERSAL JOINTS-Loose. 
(Greose fittings on eoch 
shaft should foce the some 
direction). 

AIR ClEANfR-OiI 1 ... 1 low 
(must be up to level mark). 

~
fUfL SHUT· Off VALVE-

. 
leaks. Doesn't operate . 
freely. 
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SPARK PLUGS-Cra,ked, MANfOLDS-Leaking, 
loose. dirty. Grommets split, connections loose. 
missing. 

• SHROUD-Loose. 

DlL PAN- Gaslcet looking, 
plug I .. king, baits loose. 

CRANKCASE OIL-Level faa low (no (ower 
thon 'I. iMh below top full morlcl; to. high 
(no higher than 'I. iMh abo .. top full marie). 
Cap missing, gasket damaged or missing. 

56 

IOU PULUY-

U . 



talking mule's entertaining, 
balking mule's downright exasperat
ing, especially if it's the M274 Mechani
cal Mule. If she won't Start when you 
want her to, no amount of cussin' will 
clear up the situation. But, like any 
mule, she can be coaxed to behave if 



Another tip is to keep hold of the rope when it's rewinding-keep just enough 

tension on it so it won't kink up, or slip free of the quick-disconnect and get 

pulled back into the flywheel housing. 

If you find it does kink enough so you can't pull it again, all you have to do is 

uncouple the two snap clamps near the quick-disconnect at the rear of the vehicle, 

reach in, and "unkink" it by hand. 

To keep your rope in tiptop shape, always be sure the air cover is in place

this'll keep dirt and dust from getting at it. You can take a look-see when you're 

doing your other before-operation checks. 

Every so often, like whenever the engine's pulled for maintenance, give the 

rope a shot of powdered graphite to keep it moving freely. You can order graph

ite by using this nomenclature: Graphite, dry: Lubricating, powdered 

6711) ... 

Keep your eye peeled for wear, too, especially at the front end of the vehicle 

where the rope rubs ' against the metal. When you see any fraying, order a new 

starter rope by asking for Rope, starter, engine, FSN 2990-698-6937. 
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